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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 03002 162004Z 

15 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 DHA-02 

OMB-01 SCSE-00 SCA-01 SCCT-OI SY-05 USSS-00 A-01 

OPR-02 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /080W 

036122 

R 161835ZMAR76 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2387 
INFO USCINCSO 

UNCLAS CARACAS 3002 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, VE 
SUBJ: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

REP: CARACAS 2975 

1. CARACAS NEWSPAPERS MARCH 16 REPORT MESSAGE GIVEN TO PRESS 
DATED MARCH 15 FROM "THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NIEHOUS PAMILY 
AND EXECUTIVES OF OWNES-ILLINOIS" STATING THAT "VERY LATE LAST 
NIGHT AUTHORITIES INTERCEPTED A MESSAGE FROM THE KIDNAPPERS 
OF BILL NIEHOUS. THE PERSONS INFORMED DID NOT OBTAIN A COPY 

OF THE SAID MESSAGE. THE KIDNAPPERS IDENTIPIED THEIR MESSAGE 
AS NO. 6, INCLUDING VARIOUS TELEPHONE CALLS, BUT SINCE MANY 
FALSE TELEPHONE CALLS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED, THE FAMILY AND 
OWENS ARE VERY WORRIED AND REQUIRE A SYSTEM OR MEANS 
OF BEING ABLE TO IDENTIFY THE REAL CALLS. IN THIS MESSAGE 
REPERENCE IS MADE TO ANOTHER N0.5 IN WHICH SEVERAL REQUESTS 
WERE MADE AND A PERIOD OF 120 DAYS WAS FIXED FROM THE DATE 
GIVEN IN IT. NEITHER THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, THE NIEHOUS 
FAMILY NOR THE REPRESENTATIVES OF OWENS HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE 
OF THIS FIFTH MESSAGE. THEREFORE THEY ASK IT BE REPEATED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT ITS CONDITIONS CAN BE PROCESSED." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CARACA 03002 162004Z 

2. PRESS ALSO PROMINENTLY REPORTS STATEMENTS MADE TO THE 
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PRESS MARCH 15 BY NATIONAL CONGRESS PRESIDENT GONZALO BARRIOS 
THAT "THE CONGRESS CANNOT PAY ATTENTION ANONYMOUS PERSONS, 

AND REPUDIATES THE KIDNAPPING OP BILL NEIHOUS...IT SEEMS TO 
ME RIDICULOUS TO SAY THAT THE CIA COULD BE INVOLVED IN 
THE KIDNAPPING." 

3. DEPENSE MINISTER MAJOR GENERAL PRANCISCO ELOY ALVAREZ 
TORRES HAD REITERATED THAT THE VENEZUELAN ARMED PORCES ARE NOT 
PARTICIPATING IN ANY WAY IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KIDNAPPING. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 MAR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CARACA03002 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760099-1104 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760358/aaaabylt.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 CARACAS 2975 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: wolfsd 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 JUL 2004 by vandykio; APPROVED <31 AUG 2004 by wolfsd> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

TAGS: PINS, ASEC, VE, (NIEHOUS, WILLIAM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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